GANDHI

the preliminary hearing he had already proudly pleaded
guilty to the charge of "exciting disaffection towards
His Majesty's Government." The judge wanted now
to pass sentence as quickly as possible and get the thing
over with. But the advocate general insisted on carry-
ing out the full procedure.

At last Gandhi was allowed to speak for himself, and
he delivered a speech that will be remembered in Indian
history as long as Patrick Henry's liberty-or-death
speech in America. After reviewing his long years of
co-operation with the British government and the series
of despotic acts which had finally turned him against
it, he said:

I came reluctantly to the conclusion that the British
connection had made India more helpless than she ever
was before, politically and economically. . . . She has
become so poor that she has little power of resisting
famines.

Before the British advent, India spun and wove, in
her millions of cottages, just the supplement she needed
for adding to her meager agricultural resources. This
cottage industry, so vital for India's existence, has been
ruined by incredibly heartless and inhuman processes,
as described by English witnesses.

Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-starved
masses of India are slowly sinking to lifelessness.
Little do they know that their miserable comfort repre-
sents the brokerage they get for the work they do for
the foreign exploiter, that the profits and the brokerage
are sucked from the masses. Little do they realize that
the Government established by law in British India is
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